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Building Capacity: An evidence-informed project to
improve school climate in military-connected public schools
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Prof. Ron Avi Astor is principal investigator of Building Capacity and the Richard M. and Ann L. Thor
Endowed Professor in Urban Social Development at the USC School of Social Work and Rossier School of
Education. His interest in military-connected schools is a culmination of years of distinguished research on
school-based interventions, school and community violence, and culturally responsive institutions. His
collaboration with researchers and policy makers in Israel contributed to a large-scale monitoring system
that gives each school both social and academic feedback as the foundation for interventions. He is also a

well-known advocate of school violence prevention and caring school communities.
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